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What Is Claimed Is: 

1. A conscious sedation system comprising: 

a) a controller which generates a request for a predetermined response 
from a patient and which analyses at least a response made by the patient to the 
request to determine a level of sedation of the patient; and 

b) a cannula which is disposable on the face of the patient proximate at 
least one of the nose and the mouth of the patient for monitoring the breathing 
of the patient; and 

c) a response testing apparatus including: 

(1) a request assembly which communicates to the patient the 
request generated by the controller; and 

(2) a response assembly which senses the response and which 
communicates the response to the controller, 

wherein at least a part of at least one of the request and response 
assemblies is supported by the cannula. 

2. The conscious sedation system of claim 1, wherein a user and/or the 
controller determines a delivery schedule of a conscious-sedation drug to the 
patient based at least in part on the determined level of sedation of the patient. 

3. The conscious sedation system of claim 1, wherein the request assembly 
includes a first vibrator supported by the cannula. 

4. The conscious sedation system of claim 3, wherein the first vibrator 
produces a tactile request to the face of the patient. 

5. The conscious sedation system of claim 4, wherein the first vibrator is 
disposed in the cannula. 

6 The conscious sedation system of claim 4, wherein the first vibrator is 
disposed on the cannula. 
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7. The conscious sedation system of claim 3, wherein the request assembly 
includes a second vibrator disposable to produce a tactile request to a site on the 
patient other than to the face of the patient. 

8. The conscious sedation system of claim 7, wherein the controller at least 
compares responses of the patient to tactile requests from the first and second 
vibrators in determining the level of sedation of the patient. 

9. The conscious sedation system of claim 5, wherein the first vibrator is the 
only vibrator of the request assembly producing a tactile request. 

10. The conscious sedation system of claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
response is a patient head-generated response, and wherein at least a part of the 
response assembly is supported by the cannula. 

11. The conscious sedation system of claim 10, wherein the patient head- 
generated response is a patient-generated vocal response, and wherein the 
response assembly includes a sound detector supported by the cannula. 

12. The conscious sedation system of claim 11, wherein the controller at least 
uses at least one of the intensity and the tonal qualities of the vocal response in 
determining the level of sedation of the patient. 

13. The conscious sedation system of claim 10, wherein the patient head- 
generated response is a patient-generated head movement response, and wherein 
the response assembly includes a motion sensor supported by the cannula. 

14. The conscious sedation system of claim 10, wherein the patient head- 
generated response is a patient-generated breathing response, and wherein the 
response assembly includes a breathing sensor and/or a breathing-detection tube 
supported by the cannula. 
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15. The conscious sedation system of claim 14, wherein the patient-generated 
breathing response includes at least one of a yawn and a breath deeper than an 
immediate previous breath. 

16. The conscious sedation system of claim 14, wherein the breathing sensor 
detects the pressure of the exhaled breathing of the patient. 

17. A conscious sedation system comprising: 

a) a controller which generates a request for a predetermined breathing 
response from a patient and which analyses at least a breathing response made 
by the patient to the request to determine a level of sedation of the patient; and 

b) a response testing apparatus including: 

(1) a request assembly which conmiunicates to the patient the 
request generated by the controller; and 

(2) a cannula which is disposable on the face of the patient 
proximate at least one of the nose and the mouth of the patient for monitoring 
the breathing of the patient, wherein the cannula is operatively connected to the 
controller. 

18. The conscious sedation system of claim 17 wherein a user and/or the 
controller determines a delivery schedule of a conscious-sedation drug to the 
patient based at least in part on the determined level of sedation of the patient. 

19. A cannula and response testing assemblage for a conscious sedation system 
comprising: 

a) a cannula which is disposable on the face of a patient proximate at 
least one of the nose and the mouth of the patient for monitoring the breathing 
of the patient; and 

b) a response testing apparatus including: 
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(1) a request assembly which communicates to the patient a 
request generated by a controller of the conscious sedation system for a 
predetermined response from the patient; and 

(2) a response assembly which senses a response made by the 
patient to the request and which communicates the response to the controller 
which analyses at least the response to determine a level of sedation of the 
patient, 

wherein at least a part of at least one of the request and response 
assemblies is supported by the cannula. 

20. The cannula and response testing assemblage of claim 19, wherein the 
request assembly includes a first vibrator supported by the cannula. 

21. The cannula and response testing assemblage of claim 19, wherein the 
response is a patient head-generated response, and wherein at least a part of the 
response assembly is supported by the cannula. 

22. The cannula and response testing assemblage of claim 21, wherein the 
response assembly includes at least one of a sound detector, a motion sensor, a 
breathing sensor, and a breathing-detection tube supported by the cannula. 
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